Nashville alumnae chapter is No. 1

By Sherry Egan Anderson, Angelos Assistant Editor

National Vice President-Alumnae Margaret Watson, center front in blue, helps
the Nashville, Tenn., alumnae chapter display the many awards that led to
being named winner of the 2009 Marjorie Rowles Stakes Outstanding Alumnae

Chapter Award.

were to officlally receive Kappa Delta’s highest award for an
alumnae chapter, members would be involved in a race for
first place and a worthwhile philanthropy event.

Approximately 30 members of the alumnae chapter participated

l t was fitting that on the morning Nashville, Tenn., alumnae

in the Susan G. Komen Race for the Cure in Nashville Oct. 10, 2009.

Member Alathea Thompson captured a respectable second place,
and the race participants raised more than $2.500 for the charity.
which is just one of several philanthropies supported by KD’ top
alumnae chapter. Following the race, Nashville alumnae and some
collegians from Beta Tau-Vanderbilt gathered for a brunch recep-
tion where National Vice President-Alumnae Margaret Lee Watson
officially presented the Marjorie Rowles Stakes Outstanding Alum-
nae Chapter Award for the 2007-2009 biennium.

Margaret shared remarks made by former National President
Bonnie Purvis Warren during the announcement of the award at
the 2009 convention. With representatives of KD’s top 14 alum-
nac chapters gathered at the front of the banquect hall, Bonnic
had said, “These alumnae chapters represent the height of what
Kappa Delta alumnae can accomplish. They truly exemplify what
lifetime experience is all about”

Nashville was recognized for excelling in all areas: the alum-
nae chapter recruited and maintained its members by using
personal contact, keeping the programming fresh, and mak-
ing the extra effort to see that each new member felt welcome;
chapter activities included a mix of family or couple-oriented
events, business, philanthropy and, of course, “girl time;” and the
chapter consistently supported its local collegiate chapters with
a wide variety of activities. They participated in national Kappa
Delta programs, such as the Uniquely Me program with Girl
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Scouts, and were regular contributors to The Angelos
and KD Connect. During the biennium, the Nash-
ville alumnae chapter contributed more than $22,000
to philanthropy and raised more than $11,000 in
support of the Shamrock program. Having grown
from 132 to 175 dues-paying members, Nashville
also became the second largest alumnae chapter in
the country.

Furmner AC President Suzanne Knott Nelson said
that communication may have been the key to win-
ning the award. “We communicated our efforts effec-
tively with national Kappa Delta through timely and
more thorough reporting. An alumnae chapter can
do great things, but recognition will not be received if
national Kappa Delta does not know of your achieve-
ments. This really made all the difference for us”

In lieu of the crystal engraved vase that has
been awarded to past Stakes winners, Kappa Delta’s
National Council now presents the winning AC a
certificate to send two of its members to the next
national convention with all fees waived. Current AC President
Lyrad Smallwood Vass Gal has high hopes that Nashville will be
accepting more awards at the next convention. She said, “We are
so proud of the recognition that we received and look forward to
building on our success” B

10 Tips from an Outstanding
Alumnae Chapter

Provide a variely of events that appeal to a wide range of members.

Make events fun and do most of your business behind the scenes.

Promote and encourage membership year-round.

e i bl

I lost an annual Shamrock fundraising event that is fun and
inclusive for all.

5. Develop a Girl Scout program by building relationships with your
local Girl Scout council.

6. Apply for a KiDs Grant each year.
7. Support the collegiate chapters in your local area.

8. Participate in non-Kappa Delta-related community service projects
as an alumnae chapter. .

9. Communicate with local Kappa Delta alumnae through
newsletters, Facebook, e-mails, The Angelos, the KD Connect and a
Web site. Our Web site is www.nashvillekdaa.com.

10. Regularly promote your alumnae chapter and Kappa Delta Sorority.
Publicize your accomplishments and communicate them to
national Kappa Delta through timely reporting.
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